FOUNDATION SKILLS
PATHWAY:

All Pathways

COURSE:

All CTAE Courses

UNIT 11.13:

Understanding Legal Requirements

INTRODUCTION
Annotation:
In this unit, students will identify laws that protect their business, employees, and customers. Students
will participate in class discussions and record notes about these laws.

Grade(s):
th

X

9

X

10

X

11

X

12

th
th
th

Time:

One 50 minute period

Author:

Meghan Cline and Dr. Frank Flanders, based on Entrepreneurship lesson plan from the National
FFA Organization

Additional Author(s):

Stacey Orr

Students with Disabilities:
For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the
accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the
provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a
student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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FOCUS STANDARDS
GPS Focus Standards:
CTAE-FS-6 Systems: Learners understand a variety of organizational structures and functions.
CTAE-FS-7 Safety, Health and Environment: Learners employ safety, health and environmental
management systems in corporations and comprehend their importance to organizational performance
and regulatory compliance.
CTAE-FS-8 Leadership and Teamwork: Learners apply leadership and teamwork skills in collaborating with
others to accomplish organizational goals and objectives.
CTAE-FS-9 Ethics and Legal Responsibilities: Learners commit to work ethics, behavior, and legal
responsibilities in the workplace.
CTAE-FS-10 Career Development: Learners plan and manage academic-career plans and employment
relations.
CTAE-FS-11 Entrepreneurship: Learners demonstrate understanding of concepts, processes, and
behaviors associated with successful entrepreneurial performance.

GPS Academic Standards:
ELA12W3 The student uses research and technology to support writing.
ELA11LSV1 The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal
interactions.
SSEF5 The student will describe the roles of government in a market economy.

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
NL-ENG.K-12.4 Communication Skills
NL-ENG.K-12.6 Applying Knowledge

UNDERSTANDINGS & GOALS
Enduring Understandings:
•

Students will understand the importance of protecting their business, employees, and customers.

•

Students will understand the importance of the laws that help protect their business, employees, and
customers.
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Essential Questions:
•

Why is it important to protect your business?

•

Why is it important to protect your employees?

•

Why is it important to protect your customers?

Knowledge from this Unit:
•

Students will list and describe laws that protect businesses.

•

Students will list and describe laws that protect employees.

•

Students will list and describe laws that protect customers.

Skills from this Unit:
•

Students will write a short report on patents.

ASSESSMENT(S)
Assessment Method Type:

X

Pre-test
Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.
X_ Quizzes/Tests
__ Unit test

X
X

Group project
Individual project
Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.
__ Self-check rubrics
__ Self-check during writing/planning process
X_ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life
__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges
__ Academic prompts
__ Practice quizzes/tests

X

Subjective assessment/Informal observations
__ Essay tests
X_ Observe students working with partners
__ Observe students role playing

Peer-assessment
__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics
__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

X

Dialogue and Discussion
__ Student/teacher conferences
X_ Partner and small group discussions
__ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners
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Constructed Responses
__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits
__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

Post-test

Assessment(s) Title:
Understanding Legal Requirements Quiz with KEY

Assessment(s) Description/Directions:
Students will take a quiz to test their knowledge of laws that protect businesses, employees, and
customers. Key is included.

Attachments for Assessment(s):
Understanding Legal Requirements Quiz with KEY

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
Sequence of Instruction
1. Interest Approach
Begin by asking the class to envision their ideal Main Street. Specifically ask them to identify at least three
businesses that they would love to have on their ideal main street. Make sure they focus on specific
businesses that are in most towns or cities. It’s important to lead the students to pick at least three chain
or well-known businesses. After students have selected their business, they will need to be able to share
why they selected the business and what each business can offer that other businesses cannot.
“Today each of you has the opportunity to make our town your ideal town. We can all probably
agree that there are some businesses that would make our town better. What businesses would
you like to see in our town? When I say, “Go,” each of you will have two minutes to write down
the name of three major businesses you would like to come to our town. In addition, write down
why you selected that business and what it offers our town that no other business can. Are there
any questions? GO!”
After the students have completed the activity, give them an opportunity to share what they have
written.
“Let’s find out what businesses will come to our town. Find one person that you haven’t talked to
yet today and share with them what you came up with.”
Give students an opportunity to share with another person in the classroom.
“Great! Who will share with us what businesses will be making their way to our town? Don’t
forget to share what that business can offer that no other can.”
Give students a chance to share with the entire class.
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“I am definitely looking forward to having those businesses come to town. Can you imagine how
great it will be to have those businesses in our town? Let’s dive deeper into this subject...Why did
you select the businesses you did? Why did you believe it was necessary for them to be in our
town? What do those businesses offer that others currently do not?”
Elicit student responses, searching for signature products and/or themes for each business.
“From your responses, we all agree that those businesses have signature products or themes.
That’s what makes them popular. Let’s take one of those businesses and think more about their
signature products. Let’s talk about McDonald’s. What are some of the signature products that
McDonald’s offers?”
Elicit student responses.
“What prevents other businesses from making the same signature products as McDonald’s?
What protects them?”
Elicit student responses
.
“Excellent thoughts! Now let’s think about your business…what are your signature products or
services? What protects you at this point? How can you be sure that no one will take your ideas
and use them against you?”
“Today’s subject is an important one. The last three lessons have taught us all about the financial
aspects of becoming an entrepreneur. As a business owner, you have the right to protect yourself
legally. Additionally, if you have employees, they also have the right to be protected and finally
your customers do to. As we dive into today’s topic, it’s important to stay focused and really
search for ways to protect you and your business.”
2. Laws that Protect Businesses
On the board, draw a house. Be sure to include an area at the bottom to represent the foundation, the
body of the house, and the roof. After the house is drawn, ask the students to identify three main party of
your house.
“Direct your eyes to the board. What structure did I just draw? That’s right. It’s a house. However,
in my drawing, I wanted to make sure that I included three specific parts of the house. Looking at
my drawing, what are the three parts?” (Hopefully students will identify the foundation, main
portion of the house (or walls) and the roof.)
“Today, we’ll use a house to help remind us of the laws that protect not only our business, but our
employees and customers as well.”
“First, let’s talk about the foundation of a house. What is the job of a house’s foundation? What
does it provide the house?” Elicit student responses. “The foundation of a house, or any building,
provides support. The foundation also allows us to build up, and essentially, it supports or
protects the portion of the house above the ground. Just as a foundation is crucial for a house to
exist, there are laws or government regulations that are foundational for protecting our
businesses. Three of the most common government regulations give you the legal rights to profit
from what you have created.”
Write the following notes on the board. Have students write the notes in their notebook.
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I. Laws that Protect the Business
a. Patents: Legal document that gives an inventor the sole right to produce, use and sell
an invention.
i. Patents last for 20 years.
b. Copyrights: The legal right to exclusive publication, production, sale or distribution of
a literary or artistic work.
i. Copyrights last for 70 years.
c. Trademarks: A name, symbol or special mark that can be used only by certain
businesses.
TM
TM
i. Examples include Band-Aid or Kleenex
“If an entrepreneur creates a product or a business trademark, these three government laws can
protect the product or trademark from being used by another person or business. Just like the
foundation of the house supports and protects a house, these laws support and protect the
business itself.”
Students will use the following activity to review the laws that protect the business. Each student will
need the Protecting Businesses House Activity to complete the activity. This activity challenges students
to create an “icon” or symbol that represents a concept – or a “picture that is worth a thousand words!”
“In just a moment, each of you will receive an activity sheet with a house on it. In the foundation,
draw three icons that represent the definition for patents, copyrights and trademarks. You will
have two minutes to draw your icons. What questions are there? Draw!”
When students have finished, give them about 30 seconds to share their icons with a neighbor.
“Turn to your neighbor and show them the icons you drew to help you remember the three laws
that protect the business. Nice work! As we move forward, or in this case, upward in our house,
let’s remember those foundational laws.”
3. Laws the Protect Employees
“After the foundation of a house is laid, walls are built. Within the walls, we find support beams
that keep the walls up and help the house remain solid. The walls also provide the architect the
ability to craft the inside of the house. Walls create specific rooms and various living spaces within
the home.”
“Within any business, some of the most important people involved in that business are the
employees. The employees help the entrepreneur or manager meet their goals. What would
happen if a business did not have employees?” Elicit student responses. “In the same sense, if the
walls did not exist in a house, it would not be able to do what it is being built for.”
“Let’s take a look at some of the main laws that protect the employees of your business.”
Use the following activity to engage the students to record notes in their notebook. This activity allows
students to teach one another as you guide them. When we teach something, we tend to learn it better.
During this activity, portions of the content are taught to half the students at a time. Then students take
turns being “little professors” to their partners. For this section, “chunk” the first two laws together for
the first round of teaching and “chunk” the next three laws together for the second round of teaching.
Write the following notes on the board. Have the students record these notes in their notebook.
I. Laws that Protect Employees
a. Equal Employment Act: This act bans discrimination against employees based on age,
race, color, national origin, religion or gender.
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b. Americans with Disabilities Act: This act bans discrimination against employees with
disabilities.
c. Occupational Safety and Health Administration Act: This act requires that employers
maintain safe working conditions for their employees.
d. Family Medical Leave Act: This act requires businesses with more than 50 employees
to provide employees up to three months of unpaid leave if a serious health condition
occurs.
e. Fair Labor Standards Act: This act establishes the maximum number of hours
employees can work. It includes rules for children under age 16 and outlines the
national minimum wage.
“Nice work professors! Let’s keep moving as we examine the final set of laws that will complete
the outline of our house.”
4. Laws that Protect Customers
“On a home or any building, the roof is one of the most important features. What would happen
to a house if there was not a roof on it?” Elicit student responses.
“Exactly. If our houses did not have roofs on them, they probably would not remain standing very
long. Along the same lines, if our businesses did not have customers, we would not remain in
business for very long. Just as there were laws that protect our business and our employees, there
are also laws that protect our customers.”
Write the following notes on the board. Have the students record the notes in their notebook.
I. Laws that protect customers
a. Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act: Bans the sale of impure, improperly labeled, falsely
guaranteed and unhealthful foods, drugs and cosmetics.
b. Consumer Products Safety Act: Determines if products are safe and can recall them if
necessary.
c. Truth-in-Lending Act: Requires all banks to calculate credit costs the same way, which
assists consumers in evaluating bank loan options.
Students will use the following activity to review the laws that protect customers. This activity challenges
students to create an “icon” or symbol that represents a concept – or a “picture that is worth a thousand
words! Each student will use the Protecting Businesses House Activity sheet again to complete this
activity.
“In just a moment, draw three icons on your activity sheet that represent the three laws that
protect customers in the roof portion of the house. You will have two minutes to draw your icons.
What questions are there? Draw!”
When students have finished, give them about 30 seconds to share their icons with a neighbor.
“Nice work today! Let’s take a look at the house on our activity sheet again. The foundation, the
walls and the roof all work together to provide protection for the homeowner. In the same
fashion, there is a combination of laws that, when combined, protect our business, our employees
and our customers. All three work together, and when they do, they help our business thrive.”

Attachments for Learning Experiences:
Protecting Businesses House Activity
Absurd Patents PowerPoint
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Notes & Reflections:
For interest purposes, there is also a PowerPoint slide with pictures of absurd patents. They are funny
and offer a unique discussion on patents.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE TASK
Culminating Unit Performance Task Title:
1.

Student Response Writing Activity

2.

Patent Activity

Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction:
1.

Have each student write a response to the stem “Today’s information was important because…” at
the bottom of their notes page. When they have written that information, have them share with a
partner and then ask for responses from the class.
“It’s been a full class period. At the bottom of your notes page, write a response to this question:
“Today’s information was important today because…” After you have written your response, find
one other person to share what you wrote.” Allow students to write and share with a partner.
“Let’s have two volunteers share their responses with the class.” Elicit student responses.
“Awesome! Thanks for sharing. Let’s keep this information in mind as we prepare for next time
where we’ll talk about how you can be the best entrepreneur you can!”

2.

Using the Internet, students can find information on the process of applying for a patent. They can
find out how much a patent costs, how many patents have been issued to date, and the criteria for
obtaining a patent. Using that information, they will write a short summary to present to the class or
just turn in for a grade.

Attachments for Culminating Performance Task:
None.
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UNIT RESOUR CES
Web Resources:

Attachment(s):
•
•
•

Copies of Protecting Businesses House Activity for each student
Copies of Understanding Legal Requirements Quiz with KEY for each student
Absurd Patents PowerPoint

Materials & Equipment:
For the culminating activity, you may need a computer lab for research.

What 21st Century Technology was used in this unit:
Slide Show Software

Graphing Software

Interactive Whiteboard

Calculator

Student Response System

Desktop Publishing

Image File(s)

Web Design Software

Blog

Video

Animation Software

Wiki

Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

Email

X

Audio File(s)
X

Graphic Organizer

Website
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